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Everything you need to think about and consider 
when buying art. Find out the top 7 things you 
need to remember, and the most common 
mistakes people make. 
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Introduction 
Welcome to your free guide on buying art. If you 
are a beginner, you will find lots of information to 
start you off. If, on the other hand, you are already 
an art collector, there are lots of great tips to help 
you get the best art for your money.  

Do not worry though, you do not have to read the 
whole document! You can click on the links in the 
contents page and throughout the guide, which 
are underlined, to hop around. You can then go 
back to the contents page by using the link at the 
top-right of each page. 

So, who am I to be giving you this advice? I’m an 
artist, which means I’m not an art buyer, but an 
art seller. However, that means I have had the 
pleasure of meeting many different art buyers 
over the years. Some buyers are now friends, and 
every one of them had different reasons for 
buying art at that time. This gives me a unique 
perspective and experience. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Buy Art? 
You may already know you want to buy some art; 
if so, then please jump straight to the next section 
(5 Things to Remember) otherwise, read on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Your home is probably where you spend most of 
your life, and the one place in the world where 
you can fully relax. Everyone, and I mean every 
single person, personalises their own space. No 
matter how big or small your home, room or shed, 
you will have spent money on things that reflect 
who you are and what you care about. Doing this 
is a vital part of maintaining good mental health 
and, generally, just enjoying life.  

So, the question is what are you going to choose 
to spend that money on, not whether you are 
going to do it at all. 

Obviously, this does not have to be art, you may 
prefer complete minimalism with blank walls and 
surfaces, like the image above, in which case you 
will probably have spent your money on furniture 
and electronics. However, the vast majority of us 
hang things on our walls, or place beautiful 
objects on our surfaces. Turning big blank spaces 
into our own personal art gallery. 

 

 

Me at work on my art 

Life with almost no art 
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Reasons to buy art: 

o Art can take space personalisation to a whole 
new level. No-one else in the world will have 
the same thing in their space as you, it is quite 
literally a one off. Even if you buy prints, it will 
be one of a few, especially if they are limited 
editions. You can find out more about prints 
in the Original versus Prints section. 

o Art can speak to you like nothing else: 
Looking at a piece of art can touch your soul 
in many different ways. I have been told that 
the brains of meditating monks are in the 
same state as artists creating their art. I 
believe that really good art can create that 
feeling in the observer. 

o A good purchase will last more than a lifetime: 
Original art can last for centuries; you only 
have to walk round any national gallery to 
know that. It can also become a family 
heirloom, passed down through generations. 
If you buy the right prints, using the right inks, 
they can last hundreds of years as well. It is 
not just about how long it physically lasts 
either; it is about how long it can move you. It 
is said that familiarity breeds contempt, but 
good art can still have the same effect on you 
or your family years and years after you first 
bought it, and decades after that new TV, sofa 
or mobile has been replaced. 

 

Reasons to not buy art: 

I go into this in much more detail in the Are You 
in Love section, but I would summarise the 
reasons not to buy art as: 

o Another solution would suit you better. 

o You do not have a strong relationship with art. 

o For you, there are more important things to 
spend your hard-earned money on.  

  You can look at art without really seeing it 

The Snail by Henri Matisse, in the Tate Modern 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
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1. Art Knowledge
The answer to the question “Should I know 
a lot about art to buy it?” is an emphatic NO.

I must admit, I think there is a lot of rubbish 
talked about art. Grayson Perry had the right 
idea with the piece below “Artist’s Palette”.

The only thing you need to know is what you 
like, and everyone knows what they like.  

There is one exception though. If you are 
buying art as an investment, then you need 
to understand a lot about the art market.  

This really is not my area of expertise. So, I 
would suggest you get in touch with people 
who specialise in art investments. There are 
quite a few, as it is a thriving market that has 
outperformed more standard long-term 
investments. There are a few links below to 
help you start your search: 

o Online articles
Money Under 30,  Money Crashers

o Online art investment platforms
https://www.masterworks.io/
https://www.maecenas.co/

2. Are You in Love?
Personally, I think this is the main
requirement for buying art. If you are going
to spend your hard-earned cash, then you
need to love it. You need to know that you
will still love looking at it in decades to come.

Please remember that, sometimes, the
things we fall in love with immediately are the
ones we fall out of love with the quickest.

Either way, you need to have that sort of
relationship with anything you buy. If you just
do not get that, then buying original artworks
probably is not for you. You have worked
extremely hard for your money, so you
should invest it in things that do give you lots
of pleasure. Save your money and get some
of your own photos enlarged and framed or
go to the high street and get some mass-
produced framed prints.

Top 7 Things to Remember 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grayson_Perry
https://www.moneyunder30.com/how-to-invest-in-art#:%7E:text=Art%20is%20a%20long%2Dterm,pass%20on%20to%20their%20descendants.
https://www.moneycrashers.com/art-investment/
https://www.masterworks.io/
https://www.maecenas.co/
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3. Get Out and See Art 
Like anything these days, you can start 
looking for art on the internet. Search for 
local art exhibitions, art fairs or specific artists 
and you will get some good links. Lots of 
adverts will be at the top, you can of course 
click on these, but think about scrolling down 
to the genuine results, rather than those who 
have paid to be at the top. There are a few 
links below that cover the UK and the world: 

https://www.countryandtownhouse.co.uk/culture
/art-shows-uk/ 

https://artuk.org/?gclid=CjwKCAiA5t-
OBhByEiwAhR-
hm7uzf6ZNNK2TkTKp0kX93YHfu8jP8TqLDxxS
L87Eb5yeJZDrI-OQIRoCmCIQAvD_BwE 

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/01/0
1/the-top-art-fairs-for-2022 

https://www.artlyst.com/features/twelve-london-
art-exhibitions-to-energise-you-in-2022/ 

https://www.mallgalleries.org.uk/?gclid=Cj0KCQ
jwi7yCBhDJARIsAMWFScNQPgF61dh_WcQltlYY
TA-G2RiiszbGarbnNTtMdVlNQ-
xgiHvfEEIaApNKEALw_wcB 

If you are starting out, locate a local art trail, 
art group’s annual exhibition, or open studios 
event (where artists open their studios, or 
gather at joint venues, over a week or so, to 
allow people to see lots of art over a short 
period). Simply google “local art trail”, “local 
open studios” or “local art exhibition”. 

It may be worth having a think about what 
you want before you start your search, as this 
could shape where you look. It is no different 
to any other purchase really. Are you: 

o Wanting to pick out new and upcoming 
talent? There is nothing like discovering a 
new artist before they make it big. 
Especially if your art skyrockets in value. If 
this is you, then limit your search to places 
that show new talent. Go to smaller 
shows, graduate shows, and craft fairs. 

 

o Buying a statement piece for a newly 
decorated room? If so, do not be 
ashamed to take a swatch of material 
along with you. Some artists may frown 
upon this, but why? All you are doing is 
making sure their art looks its best. 

o Looking for a stunning piece of art that 
you can then design your room around? 
All bets are off, go for absolutely anything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

o Looking for a piece to fit amongst an 
existing collection? You will need to think 
about how your whole collection looks 
and how anything new will affect it. 

o Thinking you would like to support an up-
and-coming artist? Most artists have 
patrons that support them, either 
emotionally, financially (through regular 
purchases) or both. Speaking as an artist, 
I cannot overstate how much this means 
and I owe a huge debt of thanks to those 
who have support me. So, if this is 
something you would like to do, know you 
will make a huge difference to whoever 
you choose to support. I would suggest 
you get to know a few artists personally. 
Go to shows where artists are there, 
follow them on Instagram, Facebook, or 
Twitter. Then reach out and book a time 
to go and visit them in their studio, to see 
their latest work and understand their 
creative process better. 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
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https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/01/01/the-top-art-fairs-for-2022
https://www.artlyst.com/features/twelve-london-art-exhibitions-to-energise-you-in-2022/
https://www.mallgalleries.org.uk/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwi7yCBhDJARIsAMWFScNQPgF61dh_WcQltlYYTA-G2RiiszbGarbnNTtMdVlNQ-xgiHvfEEIaApNKEALw_wcB
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4. Framing 
Often overlooked, framing is a key element of 
any 2D art purchase.  

If you like the frame the art comes in, then all 
well and good, but you may not, or it may not 
fit with your existing collection. As a result, 
your budget may have to include reframing. 
You can always ask if there is the option to 
buy it unframed for a reduced cost, but this 
is not always possible.  

Framing prints can also be an issue, 
especially if the unframed print you have just 
bought is not a standard size, which means 
you can end up spending more on the 
bespoke frame than the print itself. 

A good frame will complete and enhance the 
artwork, a bad one will detract or distract 
from it. So, always take the time to get the 
right frame. 

5. Originals versus Prints 
When you buy a piece of original art, you 
know that it is a one off and completely 
unique. However, to my mind, that is not the 
main reason for buying, it is how you feel 
about it that really matters.  

Whilst it is true that nothing will quite evoke 
the same feeling as an original, (if that were 
not true, art galleries would never get any 
visitors) a good print can get you close. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have a couple of hundred pounds 
to spend, which would enable you to get an 
original, by an artist in the early stages of 
their career, or a print by someone far more 
well-known. If that is the case, go for the 
artwork that speaks to you the most. A print 
of a piece you love is always better than an 
original you like. 

There are some things to bear in mind with 
prints though: 

o Colour matching: You want the print to 
be as close to the original as possible. 
This is, of course, much easier to 
compare if you see the original and print 
at the same time, but this often is not 
possible. You should be able to find 
information on the artist’s print process 
on their website or on the print itself. If 
you cannot find this out, ask the artist 
directly. 

o Quality of materials: Good paper and the 
highest quality printing inks cost money 
and using cheaper materials can be a 
way for artists to reduce their costs. You 
may get a cheaper print, but it may fade 
in a few years. 

o Limited or open editions: A limited 
edition print simply means there will only 
ever be a specific number of prints done, 
which increases their value. Although, 
obviously, having one of 5,000 is not as 
good as having 1 of 50. 

o Get proof: Check the artist has signed it 
or that each print comes with a certificate 
of authenticity, preferably both. Certainly, 
all limited-edition prints should have the 
issue number, date and artist’s signature 
directly on the print as well as a 
certificate.  

  

Me at work on a commission 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
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6. It is Just Another Purchase 

There is nothing unique about buying art, so 
follow the same process you would for 
anything else: Work out what you need, know 
your budget (stick to it), do your research 
then go for it.  

Budget 
The sensible advice is to work this out before 
you go shopping. Have a preferred budget 
and then an upper limit. If you only have £50 
to spend, stick to local exhibitions and stay 
away from Sotheby’s or high-end galleries, 
although it can be fun going to these, just to 
see what is on offer, at what price. 

Extending your budget 
If you want to there are ways you can extend 
your budget: 

o Get an interest free loan through Own Art, 
which operates in galleries and events. 

o You can also pay by instalments to the 
artist directly. Many artists will be more 
than happy to allow you to pay in this way. 
Just ask. 

o Try before you buy. Many galleries and 
artists will be happy for you to take home 
a piece you are interested in (usually after 
paying a deposit) before committing to 
buying it outright. 

 

 

Buying from a gallery or the artist 
There is no right or wrong answer here, both 
have their pros and cons. 

Buying through a gallery or event: 

o All the art has been through a selection 
process. So, in some other people’s 
opinion, the art on show is worthy of your 
attention, reducing your research time. 

o They provide a service. Good sellers will 
talk knowledgeably about artists and their 
work. If they cannot, go somewhere else. 

o Galleries take about 50% commission, so 
the artist will get half the money you pay. 
It is absolutely right for artists to pay 
sellers, who are selling their art for them. 

Buying direct from artists: 

o Going direct may allow you to form a more 
personal relationship with the art and its 
creator. 

o You may be able to pay less, as there is 
no commission to pay, which can also 
help the artist. 

o You need to know you can trust the artist. 
This is covered in much more detail in the 
Commissions section. 

o Finding the right artist and building up 
trust can take longer. 

Whitewall galleries - Newbury 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
https://www.ownart.org.uk/
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The Art of Negotiation 

Doing a deal can be daunting, but I would 
always recommend giving it a go. Pricing art 
is its own artform and will be influenced by 3 
main things; the artist’s reputation, the time 
it took to create, and the materials used.  

Time and materials are easy, but reputation 
is extremely subjective. This means you 
should be able to negotiate, especially if you 
buy direct from the artist. However, haggling 
is not for everyone, so remember: 

o Be honest: Start by simply asking if there 
is any room for negotiation on price. You 
will know immediately, from their reaction, 
if the price can be changed. 

o Know your maximum price before you 
start: This will make things smoother, and 
keep control of your budget. 

o Do not be too cheeky: If you start with an 
offer too low, you may end up insulting the 
artist or salesperson. A large amount of 
time, experience and skill probably went in 
to creating the art you are interested in 
and keeping the seller on your side will 
make everything easier. Remember, all 
artists and galleries have a different 
approach to this, but as a guide, I would 
say that anything over a 20% reduction, 
as an opening offer, is probably pushing 
things too far. 

 

o How to start: You can either make an 
initial offer yourself or ask the seller to give 
you their best price. There are pros and 
cons to both approaches, if you ask the 
seller to start, it will remove the risk of 
making an offer that is too low, but you 
have given them the negotiation initiative. 

o Walk away: Starting a negotiation does 
not mean you are committed to buying. 
Showing you are willing to walk away 
often lowers the price. 

o Have fun: If the negotiations are difficult 
and stressful, you are doing it wrong. 
Haggling should be an enjoyable 
experience, ending with you paying a fair 
price for something you will love for 
decades. 

Research 
As you have probably noticed, research is a 
bit of a common thread through all this. 
Although, you certainly do not need to spend 
hours and hours over days, months, or years, 
endlessly researching things. Just get out 
there and enjoy seeing loads of art! 
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7. Commissions 
If you are looking for something specific that 
you just can’t find, then a commission could 
be a great way of getting what you need. 

Being involved in shaping exactly what you 
want has some obvious advantages: 

o It can be made even more personal to 
you. A sculpture or portrait of a departed 
loved one, a particularly loved landscape, 
place or object will be extra special. 
Hidden messages can even be inserted, 
that only you know about. This could be 
a specific number, pet, or symbol 
denoting something personal. All these 
things will deepen the meaning to you. 

o You can be involved in the creative 
process. Not all artists are comfortable 
with this, so, if you would like to be 
involved, find one who is. At the very 
least, you should be kept up to date with 
the process, so you can see your piece 
of art being created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There can also be disadvantages. You will 
almost certainly be asked to pay a non-
refundable deposit before any work starts, 
which means you are effectively paying for 
something you have never seen. Therefore, 
theoretically, there is no guarantee you will 
like the end result.  

To start with, make sure you trust the artist: 

o You should consistently love their work. 

o Find out if they do commissions, and the 
type of work you want, regularly. You 
want to be working with a specialist, not 
a newcomer. 

o Read all the reviews you can, not just 
those written on their website. Look for 
reviews in places that have safeguards to 
prevent fake reviews, such as Google or 
Trust Pilot. If the artist has a presence on 
sites such as Etsy or Not On  The High 
Street, look at their reviews. Pay particular 
attention to any comments about their 
approach to customer service, as this will 
tell you what they are like to deal with. 

o Sign up to their newsletter (if they have 
one), follow them on Instagram and 
watch any videos they have produced. 
This may give you more of an idea of who 
they are and what makes them tick. 

Commissioning art is not for everyone, but it 
can be a wonderful process, for both you and 
the artist, which enhances the process of 
buying art to a whole new level. 

 

 

 

 

 

Get involved in the creative process 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
https://www.etsy.com/uk/?ref=lgo
https://www.notonthehighstreet.com/
https://www.notonthehighstreet.com/
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Top 5 Mistakes to Avoid 
We have all made mistakes with our money. Here 
are 5 to avoid: 

1. Feel the fear and do it anyway:  

We have all read the headlines about extreme 
amounts of money being paid for art we just 
do not understand. However, the biggest 
mistake is simply staying away from the art 
world if it interests you.  

Getting involved can open a whole new world. 
It does not have to be one full of pretentious 
twaddle either, just honest artists sharing their 
vision with you.  

When you compare the cost of a high street, 
mass-produced, canvas print to that of the 
latest piece from a world-famous artist, it can 
seem ridiculous. However, most art is a 
fraction of the cost of the works that grab the 
headlines, and it is not already in thousands 
of homes. 

2. The one that got away:  

One of the biggest advantages of original art 
is right there in its name, it is completely 
original. Therefore, if you love something, do 
not let it get away. If you can afford it, just buy 
it. After all, it is normally the things we choose 
not to do that give us the most regret. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Buyer’s remorse 1 - Being swept away:  

However, the opposite of point 2 is getting 
your money out too quickly. You know the 
saying; Decide in haste, repent at leisure. Just 
give things a bit of time and make sure you 
are making the right choice. But, as I said, 
taking too long can mean you miss out, so it 
really is a bit of a balancing act! 

4. Buyer’s remorse 2: Overspending 

There is nothing worse than realising, after 
the adrenaline leaks away, that you have 
spent more than you can afford. This is 
particularly true at an auction.  

So, set a budget and stick to it.  

If there is something that is just outside your 
reach, always, and I mean always, try to 
negotiate with the artist.  

5. Not trusting your instincts:  

Make your own choices, not anyone else’s. 
The world is full of people who are more than 
happy to tell you what you should do and that 
is particularly true in the art world.  

The whole point with art is to get something 
original that speaks to you. Do not listen to 
anyone who tells you something is rubbish 
and especially do not listen to the crowd. If 
lots and lots of people think something is 
wonderful, this does not mean you agree with 
them, any more than it means you disagree. 
When something becomes super popular it 
can attract a lot of snobbery, do not listen to 
that either. 

In short, make your own decisions. 

If you love it, you love it, no matter what 
anyone else thinks, end of story. 

http://www.cybaker.co.uk/
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